What is Western Soil Treatment?
Western Soil Treatment is Maddingley Brown Coal’s proposal to
manage spoil from the West Gate Tunnel Project.
The proposal has been refined and strengthened over more than 12
months of engagement with stakeholders.
Here’s what we heard from stakeholders and the community – and
how we’ve responded.

We value the community’s feedback.
To get in touch, visit westernsoiltreatment.com.au
email us at info@westernsoiltreatment.com.au
or call our 24-hour, seven day a week hotline on 1300 978 199

Traffic and Transport
MBC is aware of concerns regarding the volume of traffic and its potential impacts,
especially on the Avenue of Honour.
MBC has investigated these concerns. Studies by independent arborists have confirmed
there will be no impacts on the Avenue of Honour trees or their root systems.
The Avenue of Honour carries almost 14,000 trucks and cars a day. Trucks going to and
from Western Soil Treatment will add between 3 and 6 per cent to this total for a period
of about 18 months.
In peak hours, alternative routes, including Parwan-Exford Road, will be used for citybound trips. During festivals and events, such as Anzac Day, all trucks will take detours.
Western Soil Treatment’s planning approval includes requirements for:
Traffic management plans and upgrades to intersections, lighting
and line-marking, including on Tilleys Road and at the intersection
of Hopkins Road and Greig’s Road
Electronic speed signs on Bacchus Marsh Road
Temporary speed zone changes
Rehabilitation of roads at the end of the project, paid for by Western
Soil Treatment.
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Anticipated West Gate Tunnel Project PFAS Levels

Contamination
‘Spoil’ is a mixture of rock, soil and water dug by tunnel boring machines that
operate about 27 meters below ground. Only this spoil, from deep underground,
will be brought to Western Soil Treatment.
Most of the spoil is expected to be below the detectable level for PFAS compounds.
The maximum concentration is expected to be 0.7 µg/litre (0.7 parts per billion). Most
of this is contained in water within the spoil, which will be removed using a wastewater
treatment facility, leaving negligible traces of contamination.
Western Soil Treatment’s planning approval and Environmental Management Plan
include a range of requirements to make sure spoil is managed safely at all times.
It includes:
Requirements for storage bays to be watertight, to ensure groundwater
is protected
Testing and analysis of spoil in line with national policies for managing
PFAS and EPA regulations
An engineered containment cell designed to be safe for spoil with 10
times the expected levels of contaminants
Wastewater capture, management and treatment to remove contamination.
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Dust
The tunnel spoil will be wet and will not generate dust.
Some dust can be expected from construction activity and from vehicle movements.
Dust will be managed with water carts and sprinklers using water that has been
treated to remove contamination. If the wastewater is below drinking water guidelines
it will not be treated before use in dust management.
Extensive dust studies and mitigation strategies were prepared for the Western
Soil treatment proposal and the approved planning scheme amendment includes
conditions requiring:
A dust monitoring plan to ensure nearby receptors are not impacted by dust.
A dust mitigation plan which details how dust suppression – using clean
water – will be carried out.
Dust monitoring devices to monitor compliance with dust levels.

Noise
Some noise from construction and operation is inevitable.
As the facility will operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, Western Soil Treatment will
adopt a range of strategies to manage noise. These include:
Restricting operating times for parts of the site closer to nearby properties
where noise is a potential issue.
Fitting noise suppression devices on reversing beepers.
5m-high perimeter mounds around the site to dampen noise.
The approved planning scheme amendment includes requirements for the monitoring,
management and mitigation of noise impacts, including the measure outlined above.
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Flora and fauna
MBC has worked to protect native flora and fauna in its existing operations.
Likewise, the Western Soil Treatment proposal includes a range of measures to
protect native flora and fauna.
Comprehensive mapping has identified significant trees that will be protected with
fencing and tree protection zones for the life of the project.
The potential for impacts to Parwan Creek has been comprehensively studied. No
spoil or wastewater will be discharged offsite and monitoring system will confirm this.
MBC has been working to enhance its Star Dam site as habitat for a growing growling
grass frog population. It has put in place a management plan that has been endorsed
by Moorabool Shire Council and State Government agencies.
The approved planning scheme amendment includes conditions requiring Western
Soil Treatment to:
Identify, manage and report on management of potential offsite
impacts, including to the Parwan Creek
Identify and manage potential impacts to native flora and fauna
habitat
Detail plans for restoring and rehabilitating the site at the end of
the project
Control noxious weeds
Implement pest management strategies.

More Information?
For more information, including fact sheets, FAQs and a report on how we’ve
addressed stakeholders’ feedback, visit westernsoiltreatment.com.au
Ask us a question, email info@westernsoiltreatment.com.au
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